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Fire Safety 
Regulations are published by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. The guide was 
written to help interpret the current Outdoor Burning rule, Title 30, Texas Administrative 
Code, Sections 111.201-221.  

The sections of this guide that affect us the most are Fires for Disposal or Land Clearing, on-
site burning of waste plant growth and Domestic Waste.   
https://www.tceq.texas.gov/assets/public/comm_exec/pubs/rg/rg-049.pdf. 

Listed below are some rules, but not all, that pertain to us as property owners.  

 The responsible party, or representative, must be present. 
 Only burn when wind speed is predicted to be at least 6 miles per hour while still 

allowing the fire to be contained and controlled. 
 Only burn when wind is blowing such that smoke will not affect sensitive receptors, such 

as a residence, and not closer than 300 feet unless you have written permission of 
occupant. 

 Begin burning no earlier than 1 hour after sunrise. Cease burning the same day no later 
than 1 hour before sunset. 

 Burning is not allowed during a County Wide Burn Ban.  
 Do not burn any electrical insulation, treated lumber, plastics, non-wooden construction 

or demolition materials, heavy oils, asphaltic materials, potentially explosive materials, 
chemical wastes, or items that contain natural or synthetic rubber. 

Additional good ideas when burning 

 Make sure area around and above your burn pile is clear (other trees/plants, power 
lines/poles, etc...) 

 Have water at the burn pile area and/or make sure you can get water to the burn pile 
area 

 Spray water around the burn pile area to help the fire from spreading 
 Two important factors are humidity and wind. It is preferred to have over 50% on 

humidity and wind between 6 mph to 8mph.  
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Wild Animal Safety  
 Most wildlife naturally avoids humans. 
 As a precaution, no one should ever hike alone: The buddy system will deter most wild 

animals from attack, but if attacked, a buddy can run for help. 
 Carry a walking stick and make a lot of noise as you walk. Giving the animals fair warning 

that you are on your way will keep them from attacking out of surprise, and a walking 
stick can become a weapon or deterrent. 

 Never run from any animal. Wild animals may instinctually attack, and domestic animals 
may chase and attack in play. Instead, back away slowly.  Running away from wildlife 
screams “prey.” You could also trip and injure yourself if you take off running in a panic. 

 Remain calm.  Never scream or yell around a wild animal. Loud noises can induce an 
attack. Remain as quiet as possible if you encounter an agitated wild animal. 

 Do not approach wild animals, and if you happen upon them on accident, give them 
room to escape immediately. 

 If you encounter a wild animal and it seems agitated or ready to attack, make yourself 
appear bigger. Stretch your arms and legs out wide, and if you have a walking stick, 
extend it in the air. Anything you can do to appear larger will make the animal retreat. 

 Warn children of the dangerous wild animals that may exist in your area. Explain to the 
children that they should stay away from the animals and respect their space.  When 
out together, point out wild animals and maintain your distance. Children learn by 
example. 

https://safetyrisk.net/wild-animal-safety/ 
https://bearfoottheory.com/wildlife-safety-tips/ 
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Road Safety Tips 
 Be aware of the speed limit. Many drivers assume that they can drive quickly on rural 

roads because there is typically little to no traffic. This is not the case. Rural roads often 
have very low speed limits that are sparsely posted. You should drive at or below the 
speed limit regardless of how unnecessarily slow it may seem. 

 Use caution when passing. Long, straight stretches of rural roads often allow drivers to 
pass slower vehicles. If you choose to pass a vehicle, make sure that the section of road 
on which you intend to pass is marked accordingly. 

 Watch for hidden driveways. Rural roads are often scattered with residences. When 
driving on these types of roadways, watch out for driveways. If a rural road is curvy or 
hilly, driveways can be difficult to see until you are very close to them. This could put 
you in danger of colliding with another vehicle as it is pulling out onto the road. 

 Tractors, ATVs, and farming combines can often be found on rural roadways. Remember 
that these vehicles, especially farm equipment, have every right to be on the road. Keep 
a safe distance between your vehicle and these types of vehicles. The drivers of such 
vehicles might have limited visibility. If you attempt to pass a large piece of equipment 
on a rural roadway, make sure that you have plenty of time and space to make the 
maneuver safely. Above all, be courteous to the drivers of these types of vehicles. These 
rural roads are their home. They drive on them much more frequently than you do. 

 In some areas, livestock may be moved across rural roads from time to time. There 
should be road signs marking these areas and warning drivers to slow down and use 
caution. If you happen upon a group of cattle or other livestock being moved from one 
side of a rural road to another, bring your vehicle to a halt and wait patiently for the 
animals to clear the roadway completely. Do not do anything that may spook the 
animals like revving your engine or blowing your horn. Stay inside your vehicle for 
safety. 

 Rural roadways often have fewer streetlights than metropolitan or suburban areas. 
Expect darker conditions when driving on rural roads at night. It may be necessary to 
use your car’s high beams more than usual to increase your visibility. 

https://driving-tests.org/beginner-drivers/how-to-drive-on-rural-roads/ 
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Other Road Tips 
 Staying mindful of the 30 mile per hour speed limit.   
 Keeping a safe distance between you and another driver. 
 Not cutting corners. 
 Being alert to kids playing near the road.   
 Being careful when passing walkers, joggers, or cyclist.   
 By riding your bicycle with the flow of traffic. 
 By being observant of our wildlife neighbors. 

As a walker, jogger, or cyclist, you should: 

 Walk on the left side of the road facing traffic.  This allows you to see the oncoming 
vehicles and react accordingly. 

 Keep your group contained.  When there are several walking together, don’t spread out 
across the road.  Walk in pairs or walk single file in the curves.   

 If you’re running or riding a bicycle, you should make your intentions known to a walker.  
Shouting “I’m coming around on your right/left” forewarns them of your intent.     It’s 
better than everyone falling all over each other trying to get out of the way. 

 Wear one ear bud while listening to music.  This allows you to hear approaching cars 
and warnings while enjoying your music. 

 Stay attentive when you walk.  Talking, texting or playing on your mobile device is 
distracting and may cause you to lose touch with your surroundings.   

 Maintain control of your pets.  Dogs are good walking companions; however, they may 
get excited when they see other people or wildlife.   

 Stranger Danger.  Because the roads in our HOA are not private, stay focused as you 
enjoy the peacefulness of our community.  If you feel uncomfortable, alert someone 
either by phone or an occupied house.  If you are unable to do either, start walking up 
the driveway of the nearest house.  Thinking you are home may help discourage the 
stranger.  Don’t take unnecessary chances. 

 Know your limits.  If you begin to experience shortness of breath, weakness, shakiness, 
or other symptoms not familiar to you, call 911 and/or a neighbor.  No matter how 
active your lifestyle, you can be overcome by heat or heart conditions. 

11 Walking Safety Rules of the Road (verywellfit.com)  

https://timnath.org/updates/neighborhood-safety-tips/ 
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UTV, ATV, Golf Carts, NEV’s 
Unique vehicles include off-highway vehicles, Golf Carts, and Neighborhood Electric Vehicles 
(NEVs). Off-highway vehicles include All-Terrain Vehicles (ATVs), Recreational Off-Highway 
Vehicles (ROVs), Utility Vehicles (UTVs), and Sand Rails. The unique vehicles in each tab below 
have different types of operation. 
 
The TxDMV is required to title off-highway vehicles (ATVs, ROVs, UTVs, and Sand Rails), but 
these vehicles are not eligible for registration. Off-highway vehicles are eligible to receive an 
Off-Highway Vehicle license plate, which may be obtained from your county tax assessor-
collector’s office. For Driver License requirements to operate any of these vehicles, contact the 
Texas Department of Public Safety. 
 
An All-Terrain Vehicle (ATV) is a motor vehicle that: 

 Has a seat or seats for the rider and one passenger 
 Has three or more tires 
 Is not more than 50 inches wide 
 Is designed for off-highway use 
 Is not designed by the manufacturer for farm or lawn care. 

A Recreational Off-Highway Vehicle (ROV) is a motor vehicle that: 
 Has a seat or seats for the rider and one or more passengers 
 Has four or more tires 
 Is designed for off-highway use 
 Is not designed by the manufacturer for farm or lawn care. 

A Utility Vehicle (UTV) is a motor vehicle that: 
 Has side by side seating for the operator and passenger 
 Has four or more tires 
 Is designed for off-highway use 
 Is designed by the manufacturer for utility work and not for recreational purposes. 

A Sand Rail is a motor vehicle that: 
 Is designed or built for off-highway use in sandy terrains 
 Has a tubular frame 
 Has an integrated roll cage 
 Has an engine that is rear-mounted or placed midway between the front and rear axles 
 Has a gross vehicle weight between 700 and 2,000 pounds. 
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An off-highway vehicle operated on public off-highway vehicle land must have: 
 A brake system 
 A muffler system 
 U.S. Forest Service qualified spark arrester 
 A head light and tail light 
 An Off-Highway Vehicle decal issued by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. 

 
ATVs, ROVs, UTVs and Sand Rails with an Off-Highway Vehicle license plate may be operated 
on roads in the following situations: 
 

 In a master planned community with a uniform set of restrictive covenants and a county 
or municipality-approved plat 

 On a road with a posted speed limit of not more than 35 mph, during the daytime and 
not more than two miles from the location where it is usually parked for transportation 
to and from a golf course 

 To cross intersections, including a road or street that has a posted speed limit of more 
than 35 mph. 

Additionally, cities and certain counties may authorize operation of ATVs, ROVs, UTVs, and 
Sand Rails on roads within the boundaries of the city or within unincorporated areas of certain 
counties. The ATV, ROV, UTV and Sand Rail must display an Off-Highway Vehicle license plate 
when operated on roads authorized by the city or county. Operation may be authorized only 
on roads with a speed limit of 35 mph or less. If operated on the roads at a speed of 25 mph or 
less, an ATV, ROV, UTV and Sand Rail is required to display a slow-moving vehicle emblem. 
 
ATVs, ROVs, UTVs and Sand Rails may be operated on roads without the issuance of a license 
plate if the vehicle is: 

 Owned by a state, county, or municipality and operated on a public beach or highway to 
maintain public safety and welfare 

 Operated by a farmer or a rancher during the daytime and traveling no more than 25 
miles from the point of origin to the destination and used in connection with the 
production, cultivation, harvesting, etc., of agricultural products* 

 Operated by a public utility worker during the daytime for utility work and traveling no 
more than 25 miles from the point of origin to the destination* 

 Operated by a law enforcement officer, or other person who provides firefighting, 
ambulance, medical, or other emergency services, and traveling no more than 10 miles 
from the point of origin to the destination*. 
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*ATVs, ROVs, UTVs and Sand Rails operated on a road without an Off-Highway 
Vehicle license plate require a triangular orange flag (slow moving emblem) 
mounted to the back of the vehicle at least six feet above ground level and the vehicle’s 
headlights and taillights to be illuminated. 
 
Golf Cart 
Golf Cart is a motor vehicle designed by the manufacturer primarily for use on a golf course. 
TxDMV does not title and register Golf Carts, but Golf Carts are eligible to receive a Golf Cart 
license plate. You may obtain a Golf Cart license plate from your county tax assessor-
collector’s office. 
Golf Carts with a Golf Cart license plate may be operated on roads in the following situations: 

 In a master planned community with a uniform set of restrictive covenants and a county 
or municipality approved plat 

 On a public or private beach that is open to vehicular traffic 
 On a highway with a posted speed limit of 35 mph, during the daytime and not more 

than two miles from the location where it is usually parked for transportation to and 
from a golf course 

 To cross intersections, including an intersection with a highway that has a posted speed 
limit of more than 35 mph. 

Golf Carts must have the following minimum equipment: 
 Headlamps 
 Tail lamps 
 Reflectors 
 Parking brake 
 Mirrors 

Additionally, cities or certain counties may authorize operation of Golf Carts on roads within 
the boundaries of the city or within unincorporated areas of certain counties. The Golf Cart 
must display a Golf Cart license plate when operated on roads authorized by the city or 
county. Operation may be authorized only on roads with a speed limit of 35 mph or less. 
If operated on the roads at a speed of 25 mph or less, a Golf Cart is required to display a slow-
moving vehicle emblem. 
 
Neighborhood Electric Vehicle (NEV) 
A vehicle is classified as a Neighborhood Electric Vehicle (NEV) if it has: 

 A maximum speed of 35 mph 
 Four tires 
 Seat belts 
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 Head and tail lights 
 A windshield 
 A parking brake 
 Turn signals 
 Rear-view mirrors 
 Brake lights 
 Reflectors 
 A valid 17-digit Vehicle Identification Number (VIN). 

 
To title and register your NEV, take the following to your county tax assessor-collector's office: 
 

 Evidence of ownership, such as a Manufacturer Certificate of Origin or title 
 A completed Application for Texas Title and/or Registration (Form 130-U) 
 Proof of insurance 
 

https://www.txdmv.gov/motorists/buying-or-selling-a-vehicle/unique-vehicles 

 

Crime Prevention Tips 
 Lock your doors and windows on houses, cars, barns, shops, sheds, etc…. 
 Don’t leave keys in vehicles ATV, UTV’s, boats, etc 
 If you leave spare keys outside, don’t put them in obvious places or use a lockbox 
 Use trailer hitches locks and/or disc brake locks 
 Know your neighbors 
 Install motion sensor outdoor spot lights around your house (out of reach so light bulbs 

can’t be removed) 
 Have a light on a timer inside the house for when you aren’t home 
 Make a list of valuables and note serial numbers and/or take pictures and put list in a 

safe secure place 
 Engrave or mark items if no serial number for easier identification if stolen 
 Keep garage door closed 
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Other Tips 
 Make sure you house is clearly labeled with the address and the driveway is passable for 

emergency vehicles if ever needed 
 Make sure you have a HSB sticker on each of your cars.  If you don’t and need one 

contact the Welcome committee 
 Make sure you boat/water craft has a HSB sticker on it.  Please complete the form on 

line for boat/water craft registration and return to Association. 
 If driving an ATV’s, UTV’s, or other vehicles that aren’t cars, make use of orange triangle 

signage or orange flags to increase the visibility of your vehicle over hills and curves. 

o    
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Water Safety 
To keep you and your family safe, the experts from the Children’s Health Injury Prevention 
program offer these boating and lake safety rules. 

 Enroll in a Boater Safety Course. Texas boat safety requirements state you must be at 
least 16 years old to drive a motor-powered boat. Do not allow teens under 16 to drive 
watercraft without adult supervision. 

 Wear a Coast Guard approved Personal Flotation Device (PFD, life jacket) at all times 
when boating or on a personal watercraft. A properly fitted life jacket is snug, yet 
comfortable, and will not move above the chin or ears when you lift it at the shoulders. 
And remember that kids do what their parents do. Set a good example and show them 
that safety is important to you. 

 Stay away from alcohol while boating. Driving a boat under the influence of alcohol is 
illegal. Alcohol makes it difficult to drive safely, to see objects in the water, and to 
supervise young children so they are safe. 

 Practice active supervision as the best protection. Assign an adult “water watcher” to 
supervise kids in or around the water always. A water watcher is totally focused on 
watching the water, and not socializing, texting, fishing, drinking, reading, etc. Touch 
supervision is essential for young children and those who are not strong swimmers. 

 Only swim in designated swimming areas. If you let your children swim in open water, it 
may be difficult for other boaters to see them. Also, make sure that you and your 
children don’t dive into the lake, because it’s usually too dark to see just how far down 
the bottom really is. 

 Throw don’t go. If you see someone struggling in the water, find a flotation device to 
throw to them. Never jump in to save someone, because you could be pulled under, 
too. 

 No glass of any kind near the water 
 Never swim alone, always take a buddy 
 Never swim after dark 
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Water Safety (continued) 
Keeping Children Protected While at the Lake 

The best way to avoid a water injury is to ensure you have the proper deterrents in place to 
keep children from accessing the water without supervision in the first place. 

 Adult supervision is the first line of defense in child water safety and can’t be replaced, 
but here are a few tips that can help to protect children as well:  

 Place childproof locks on all your doors, and keep them engaged at all times 
 Install alarms on all doors and windows so you will be alerted whenever one of them is 

opened 
 Avoid letting children play unsupervised on open decks 
 Install a fence with a lockable gate around your backyard, ensuring the fence is high 

enough to prevent little ones from climbing over 
 Tell an adult immediately if another child they observe goes to the lake unsupervised 

Children should be made aware of water “boundaries” in order to keep them safe. You can do 
this by: 

 Establishing a point in your backyard that children may not pass unless they are with an 
adult 

 Clearly pointing out the areas that are designated for swimming 
 Letting your children know how far into the water they may go 
 Pointing out areas where boats travel so that kids can avoid them 

https://www.childrens.com/health-wellness/boating-and-lake-safety 
https://www.lakehomes.com/info/articles-and-news/child-water-safety-tips-consider-lake 
https://www.uscgboating.org/recreational-boaters/index.php?m=rb 
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What should you have in your fist aid kit? 
A good first aid kit is always developed around your unique medical needs. There is no one size 
fits all solution, so every bag should be customized to deal with the most likely medical 
emergencies that you might experience. That means taking an inventory of who is in your 
household, what medications they are taking, what health problems they may have, and what 
you need to help them survive during times of crisis. While every kit is going to be a bit 
different, there are some things that every bag should have. 

Here are the top items that we include in our first aid kit list; these medical items should be 
the foundation that your bag is built upon, and will help you get going. 

Have a Way to Stop bleeding and Close Wounds 

Every good medical kit should have items that can be used to help stop bleeding, close and 
protect cuts, and help prevent infection from setting in. 

 Duct Tape: Yes, duct tape. It can be a life saver when trying to treat a cut or wound when 
medical help may be too far away to reach quickly. Duct tape can quickly and safely pull 
together an open wound, and can buy you the time you need to reach medical help. 

 Butterfly Sutures: Another great way to close up small wounds is to use something know 
as a butterfly suture. These types of adhesive strips pull the edges of a small cut together 
in the same way as a doctor’s stitches. 

When using duct tape or butterfly sutures to close a wound, make sure you carefully clean the 
wound and wash out any foreign materials or debris. If you have any kind of antiseptic, apply it 
to the wound and dry the area. Start in the middle of the wound and apply the strips, pulling 
the cut together as tightly as possible. Work your way towards the edges, gently bringing the 
two sides together and taping them shut. 

Don’t Forget to Include Ways to Prevent Infection 

During a survival situation, where sanitation issues may become a problem, keeping your 
wounds clean and covered is critical to preventing problems. Infection can set in quickly, so 
you need to stay on top of any open cuts. That means it’s important to carry the following 
items: 

 Gauze 
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 Adhesive wound dressings 
 Antibiotic ointments and creams 
 Broad spectrum oral Antibiotics – This may be difficult to come by since you need a 

prescription, but some doctors may be willing to prescribe them as a preventative 
measure if you’re going to be on an extended trip out in the wilderness. Erythromycin, 
Ciprofloxacin, and Amoxicillin are all broad spectrum antibiotics. 

 Antiseptics and Disinfectants – Peroxide, Isopropyl Alcohol, PVP Iodine Ampules and 
Antiseptic wipes are all things that need to be in your kit. 

Pain Management Items 

Depending on your condition, pain can be a debilitating and even deadly thing if it causes you 
to lose hope or give up. Having a way to treat and manage pain, as well as decrease 
inflammation, is an important part of every emergency first aid kit. 

 Aspirin, Tylenol or Ibuprofen 
 Codeine or some type of pain killer 
 Chemical Ice Bags 
 Lidocaine 

Dealing with Allergies 

Even if you don’t think you have allergies, certain things can still cause an allergic reaction. In 
some cases, especially in people who have food allergies, allergens can cause life-threatening 
anaphylaxis reactions that need to be treated immediately. 

 Antihistamine – Benadryl, otherwise known by its generic name Diphenhydramine HCl, is 
one of the best antihistamines on the market and is something that should be part of 
everyone’s kit. 

 Antihistamine creams 
 EpiPen or Epinephrine – For those with a life-threatening allergy, having an EpiPen with 

you at all times is essential. They can help stop an anaphylaxis reaction and buy you time 
until medical help arrives. 
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Items Specific to Your Unique Medical Needs 

No one kit is right for every person. That’s why special attention needs to be put into 
developing a kit for yourself and your loved ones. I advise staying away from prepackaged kits 
unless you’re using it as a foundation to build your kit. 

 Make sure your kit is stocked with extra prescription medications if you have a medical 
condition that requires you to take medication. 

 OTC Meds – If you routinely take Over the Counter medications to treat conditions like 
arthritis, nausea, etc., make sure you have an ample supply of them in your bag. 

Your Kit should also contain at least some of the following items: 

 Emergency dental kit 
 Sterile needles and surgical blades. 
 Splints – SAM and air splints 
 Quick Clot Gauze 
 Grooming and cleaning tools – Fingernail clippers, soap, Antiseptic wipes. 
 Tweezers 
 Scissors 
 Disposable thermometers 
 Disposable gloves 
 Sterile eyewash & eye dressings 
 Sunblock 
 Vaseline 
 Burn creams and dressings 
 Medical manuals and basic first aid instructions. 
 

https://offgridsurvival.com/30-things-you-should-have-in-your-medical-kits/ 
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IDENTIFYING DANGEROUS SNAKES – QUICK 
REFERENCE: 

 Elliptical Pupils (Slit Like Eyes – Like a Cat) 
 Triangular & Broad Head 
 Colorful Pattern 
 Rattles Tail 
 Heat Pit Between Nose & Eye 
 Peculiar Behavior 

Here’s a helpful infographic from Snake-Removal.com 

 
http://www.snake-removal.com/venomous.html 

BASIC INFORMATION ABOUT MOST POISONOUS SNAKES 

Apart from the coral snake, all the poisonous snakes you’ll find in the USA are said to be pit 
vipers.  These include the cottonmouth, copperhead, and other rattlesnake species.  
Usually, these snakes have big and fat heads and are generally fat and their pupils have slits.  
Rattlesnakes have rattles at the end of their tails which makes them easy to identify.  Many 
times, if a snake is thin, chances are that it’s not venomous.  One thing you should 
remember is that: nearly all snakes come with triangular heads and many of them will have 
patterns and colors.  Therefore, these two characteristics won’t necessarily help you identify 
a snake in case of an emergency. 
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WHAT SHOULD YOU DO IF YOU ENCOUNTER A SNAKE? 
 
If you encounter a snake, the first thing you need to do is to move to safety.  However, if it’s 
safe, you may want to figure out whether it’s venomous or not from a distance.  Many 
times, a snake will slither away as fast as it senses your presence. As long as it’s not 
interfering with your safety, the best thing would be to let it disappear. 
 

TREATMENT: WHAT TO DO WHEN BITTEN BY A SNAKE 
 
Snakes rarely attack humans vigorously except as a means of defense.  Here’s what you 
should do if you ever get bitten by a snake. 
 

Call an Ambulance Instantly 
All snake bites, whether from a venomous or non venomous snake, should be treated as an 
emergency.  It’s worth noting that many snakes have similar characteristics and you should 
get help as fast as possible to counter the effects.  Remember, you should remain as still as 
possible to prevent the poison from spreading across the body fast.  Call from your mobile 
phone if you have it at that time or ask someone else to seek immediate assistance. 
 

Stay Calm 
Of course, this is easier to say than do, but being still and calm can slow down the venom 
from spreading in your body and potentially save your life.  Once you’re sure that the snake 
has disappeared after the bite, don’t go in search of help.  Rather, stay calm and if the 
people near you have a first aid kit, ask them to administer first aid before help comes. 
 
Remember these tips: 

 Call an Ambulance immediately 
 Stay calm 
 Remove jewelry from areas that could swell 
 Don’t attempt to fight the snake 
 Avoid cutting, sucking, washing, or pressing the bite 
 Fasten a pressure immobilization splint and bandage to prevent the venom from 

navigating through your lymphatic system (don’t have it so tight it restricts blood 
flow, though) 

 Change your position to keep the bite area level or below where your heart is at 
 Don’t apply ice 
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 Don’t use a tourniquet 
 Don’t drink caffeine 
 Don’t drink alcohol 
 Make note of what the snake looked like and try to remember identifying features 

https://survivalistgear.co/how-to-tell-snake-poisonous-
venomous/#:~:text=%20How%20to%20tell%20if%20a%20Snake%20is,tail%2C%20you%20should%20run%20for%20d
ear...%20More%20 

 

POISONOUS PLANTS 
Plant Identification 
The old saying “Leaves of three, Let it be!” is a helpful reminder for identifying poison ivy and 
oak, but not poison sumac which usually has clusters of 7-13 leaves. Even poison ivy and 
poison oak may have more than three leaves and their form may vary greatly depending upon 
the exact species encountered, the local environment, and the season. Being able to identify 
local varieties of these poisonous plants throughout the seasons and differentiating them from 
common nonpoisonous look-a-likes are the major keys to avoiding exposure. 

Poison Ivy 

 

Photos courtesy of U.S. Department of Agriculture 

 Eastern poison ivy is typically a hairy, ropelike vine with three shiny green (or red in the 
fall) leaves budding from one small stem 

 Western poison ivy is typically a low shrub with three leaves that does not form a 
climbing vine 

 May have yellow or green flowers and white to green-yellow or amber berries 
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Poison Oak 

 

Photos courtesy of U.S. Department of Agriculture 

 Typically a shrub with leaves of three, similar to poison ivy 
 Pacific poison oak may be vine-like 
 May have yellow or green flowers and clusters of green-yellow or white berries 

Poison Sumac 

 

Photos courtesy of U.S. Department of Agriculture 

 Woody shrub that has stems that contain 7-13 leaves arranged in pairs 
 May have glossy, pale yellow, or cream-colored berries 

Symptoms 

Signs or symptoms associated with dermal contact with poisonous plants may include: 

 Red rash within a few days of contact 
 Possible bumps, patches, streaking, or weeping blisters (blister fluids are not 

contagious) 
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 Swelling 
 Itching 

First Aid 

People who have come in contact with poisonous plants should: 

 Immediately rinse skin with rubbing alcohol, specialized poison plant washes, 
degreasing soap (such as dishwashing soap) or detergent, and lots of water. 

o Rinse frequently so that wash solutions do not dry on the skin and further spread 
the urushiol. 

 Scrub under nails with a brush. 
 Apply wet compresses, calamine lotion, or hydrocortisone cream to the skin to reduce 

itching and blistering. 
o Follow the directions on any creams and lotions. Do not apply to broken skin, 

such as open blisters. 
o Oatmeal baths may relieve itching. 

 An antihistamine such as diphenhydramine (Benadryl) can be taken to help relieve 
itching. 

o Follow directions on the package. 
o Drowsiness may occur. 
o If children come in contact with work clothing contaminated with urushiol, a 

pediatrician should be contacted to determine appropriate dosage. 
 In severe cases or if the rash is on the face or genitals, seek professional medical 

attention. 
 Call 911 or go to a hospital emergency room if the worker is suffering a severe allergic 

reaction, such as swelling or difficulty breathing, or has had a severe reaction in the 
past. 

https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/topics/plants/default.html 
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Gun Safety Rules 
The fundamental NRA rules for safe gun handling are: 
ALWAYS Keep the Gun Pointed in A Safe Direction 
This is the primary rule of gun safety. Common sense dictates the safest direction, depending 
on different circumstances. 
 
ALWAYS Keep Your Finger Off the Trigger Until Ready to Shoot 
When holding a gun, rest your finger alongside the frame and outside the trigger guard. Until 
you are actually ready to fire, do not touch the trigger. 
 
ALWAYS Keep the Gun Unloaded Until Ready To Use 
If you do not know how to open the action or inspect the chamber(s), leave the gun alone and 
get help from someone who does. 
 

When using or storing a gun, always follow these additional NRA rules: 
Know your target and what is beyond.  Be absolutely sure you have identified your target 
beyond any doubt. Equally important, be aware of the area beyond your target. This means 
observing your prospective area of fire before you shoot. Never fire in a direction in which 
there are people or any other potential for mishap. Think first. Shoot second. 
 
Know how to use the gun safely.  Before handling a gun, learn how it operates. Know its basic 
parts, how to safely open and close the action and remove any ammunition from the gun or 
magazine. Remember, a gun's mechanical safety device is never foolproof. Nothing can ever 
replace safe gun handling. 
 
Be sure the gun is safe to operate.  Just like other tools, guns need regular maintenance to 
remain operable. Regular cleaning and proper storage are a part of the gun's general upkeep. 
If there is any question concerning a gun's ability to function, a knowledgeable gunsmith 
should look at it. 
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Gun Safety Rules (continued) 
Use only the correct ammunition for your gun.  Only BBs, pellets, cartridges or 
shells designed for a particular gun can be fired safely in that gun. Most guns have the 
ammunition type stamped on the barrel. Ammunition can be identified by information printed 
on the box and sometimes stamped on the cartridge. Do not shoot the gun unless you know 
you have the proper ammunition. 
 
Wear eye and ear protection as appropriate.  Guns are loud and the noise can cause hearing 
damage. They can also emit debris and hot gasses that could cause eye injury. For these 
reasons, shooting glasses and hearing protection should be worn by shooters and spectators. 
 
Never use alcohol, over-the-counter drugs, or prescription drugs before or while shooting.  
Alcohol, as well as any other substance likely to impair normal mental or physical bodily 
functions, must not be used before or while handling or shooting guns. 
 
Store guns so they are not accessible to unauthorized persons.  Many factors must be 
considered when deciding where and how to store guns. A person's particular situation will be 
a major part of the consideration. Dozens of gun storage devices, as well as locking devices 
that attach directly to the gun, are available. However, mechanical locking devices, like the 
mechanical safeties built into guns, can fail, and should not be used as a substitute for safe gun 
handling and the observance of all gun-safety rules. 
 
Additional Safety Precautions - Be aware that certain types of guns and many shooting 
activities require additional safety precautions. 
 
Cleaning - Regular cleaning is important in order for your gun to operate correctly and safely. 
Taking proper care of it will also maintain its value and extend its life. Your gun should be 
cleaned every time that it is used.  A gun brought out of prolonged storage should also be 
cleaned before shooting. Accumulated moisture and dirt, or solidified grease and oil, can 
prevent the gun from operating properly.  Before cleaning your gun, make absolutely sure that 
it is unloaded. The gun's action should be open during the cleaning process. Also, be sure that 
no ammunition is present in the cleaning area 
 

https://gunsafetyrules.nra.org/ 


